
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

Video Conferencing  

Thursday, April 23, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City 

Clerk; Jeff Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; 

Amanda Gross, Mesabi East School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines 

Administrator 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

Discussion took place regarding the state’s response to campgrounds; it appears seasonal 

sites should be open. Hoyt Lakes and Biwabik will discuss the issue further with their 

respective councils. 

Mesabi East School Board had a presentation at their meeting regarding graduation. The 

Response Team discussed the plan. Tim Soular will meet with Kathy Undeland to discuss a 

more detailed plan to present to the Response Team. 

All the local governments will be hiring summer workers. Laura Ackman suggested both masks 

and eye protection for COVID safety. 

Tim Soular indicated things have been quiet. There have been a few gatherings the officers 

have had to intervene and break up. 

Becky Burich stated there will be several items on the next council agenda – outdoor 

recreation and staffing would be discussed at length. The East Range Lion’s Club wanted to 

still do spring cleanup, but with more distancing and spread out days. 

Jeff Jacobson said the Fire Hall will be open on Saturday to receive masks. The previously 

donated masks are still being produced by Bradach, so let him know if anyone needs some. 

The campground will be a focus of the next council meeting. 

Amanda Gross echoed previous discussion – summer help and staffing would be brought up 

at the next Township meeting. The Palo Fire Department will be accepting masks on Saturday. 

She stated graduation was the focus of Mesabi East at this time. 

Becky Lammi informed the team staff seem to be ready to come back to work. There is a 

Governor’s event with the League of Minnesota Cities on Friday; hopefully there will be an 

indication if they Governor is thinking about extending the stay at home order or not. 

Laura Ackman stated there have been lots of tests at Northern Pines, but all of them have 

been negative. The delivery of Bradach’s donated masks were a good quality. Business is 

taking place as normal – more typical appointments have resumed. The nursing home is still 

being monitored closely. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 30, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. via Zoom. This is a 

closed meeting. 


